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ECCLESIASTES:  A Godly Philosophy for Life 
 

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: 

 for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment, 

 with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.” 

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 

 

Index of Solomon’s Lessons 
 

LESSON PLACE DESCRIPTION 
   

Introduction     1:1-3 Natural life is vanity without profit. 

#1 1:4-11 All is vanity; no changes; nothing new. 

#2 1:12-15 Vanity of all human life and effort. 

#3 1:16-18 Vanity of even great natural wisdom. 

#4 2:1-3 Epicureanism – pursuit of pleasure – refuted. 

#5 2:4-11 Materialism – pursuit of possessions – refuted. 

#6 2:12-17 Natural wisdom excels folly but is still vanity. 

#7 2:18-23 Death transfers assets and exploits to others. 

#8 2:24-26 Contented enjoyment of life is God’s gift. 

#9 3:1-15 God’s providence overrules all human plans. 

#10 3:16-17 God both uses wickedness and judges it. 

#11 3:18-22 Men are like beasts considered naturally. 

#12 4:1-3 Oppression and evil in human existence. 

#13 4:4-6 Labor must be managed to avoid vanity. 

#14 4:7-12 Value of human companionship and society. 

#15 4:13-14 Superiority of wisdom to folly for rulers. 

#16 4:15-16 Vanity and vexation of political succession. 

#17 5:1-7 Frivolous, hasty, or hypocritical worship. 

#18 5:8 Knowledge for dealing with civil oppression. 

#19 5:9-12 Vanity of riches from four perspectives. 

#20 5:13-17 Vanity of riches by loss, death, and sickness. 

#21 5:18-20 Moderate pleasure in life is a gift and goal.  

#22 6:1-2 Hoarding – excess saving – is an evil disease. 

#23 6:3-6 Missing life’s joy is worse than a stillbirth. 

#24 6:7-9 Contentment with your life is great gain. 

#25 6:10-12 Earthly life is hopelessly vain and short. 

#26 7:1 Life priorities – practical and philosophical. 
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LESSON PLACE DESCRIPTION 
   

#27 7:2-6 Self-reflection is better than entertainment. 

#28 7:7-10 Proverbs for wise character and conduct. 

#29 7:11-12 Natural wisdom and money are good things. 

#30 7:13-15 God’s providence should produce wisdom. 

#31 7:16-18 Proper fear of God leads to certain prosperity. 

#32 7:19-22 True wisdom overcomes faults and others. 

#33 7:23-29 Man’s inventions, including women, are vain. 

#34 8:1 The excellency of political wisdom. 

#35 8:2-5 Submission to civil rulers as to God. 

#36 8:6-8 Man proposes, but God disposes. 

#37 8:9-11 Wisdom regarding criminal justice. 

#38 8:12-14 God’s judgment is slow but certain. 

#39 8:15 Repetition of remedy for earthly vanity. 

#40 8:16-17 The inscrutability of God’s providence. 

#41 9:1-3 Providence ignores character or conduct. 

#42 9:4-6 Life itself has hope for pleasure. 

#43 9:7-10 Love and live with joy and zeal. 

#44 9:11-12 Providence trumps ability and effort. 

#45 9:13-18 Natural wisdom is great but often neglected. 

#46 10:1-3 Reputation and wisdom must be guarded. 

#47 10:4 Obey and pacify offended civil rulers. 

#48 10:5-7 Government should enforce proper roles. 

#49 10:8-9 What goes around will come around. 

#50 10:10 Professional wisdom trumps effort. 

#51 10:11-14 Speech quickly proves a fool or wise man. 

#52 10:15 Professional success is too high for fools. 

#53 10:16-17 Rulers should exemplify temperance. 

#54 10:18 Slothfulness will ruin the most secure things. 

#55 10:19 Money is better than happy feasts and wine. 

#56 10:20 Rulers and the rich deserve careful respect. 

#57 11:1-6 Ignore circumstances for charity and business. 

#58 11:7-8 Considering death enhances present life. 

#59 11:9-10 Death and judgment should direct conduct. 

#60 12:1-7 Decay and death demand youth worship. 

Conclusion 12:8-14 Fear God and obey Him before judgment. 
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